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LXXVIII. J^art of a Letter from Mr. Jafia 
Parker, an Englifh Fainter at Rome, to 
his Father at London, concerning the late 
Eruption of Mount Vefuvins : Communi- 
cated fy Mr. Henry Baker, t\ R. S. 

Honoured Sk, Romb,Dec. 20, 1751. 

Rtad m^ ^^TOADthe fatisfadion^whilft at Naples, 
i 7 St' j^ ^ £^ ^^^ eruption of Mount Vefuvius, 
which was very ieiJttr^ordinary ^ but the want of room 
here hinders me tlie givbg you any very particular 
account. It lafted about 25 days in all, and broke 
but of the fide of the moantain ^ preceded by an 
earthquake, felt ail over Naples at the time of the 
erupii6n. The mountain in the middle of the cra- 
ter or cup, *v^hich formerly threw out die ft ones, 
funk dow^n, with about a third of the bottom of the 
Md cup. The breadth of the matter it threw out is 
in fome places half a mile over, in almoft the leaii 
part 60 feet. ; and has filled a valley, into which it 
ran, that might be about 60 feet deep, and raifed a 
mountain in the fame pliace, of matter and aflies, 
about 5b feeft high ; and its whole length, from the 
mouth to where ft ftopp*d, is about 5 miles •, but it did 
not arrive at the fea by near five miles. The matter, 
which is here called lava, feems to be compofed of 
iron, antimony, fulphur, and fahs, and is not always 
of the fame colour, tafte, &c* in every place. The 
fhiftg I can compare it to mofl:, is the large cinders 
thrown out of your great irott Works, but covered 
over in many places with the atbove falts and fulphur, 

Whilii the lava run red-hot, I faw i man throw a 

mafs 
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«iafs of the coSl lava from an height upan it, whkh^ 
far from finking mto it, rebounded like a balL Itj^ 
motion was as flow as the comnaon wj^lk of a iiiaa« 
It broke out in five different, places. I >walk;'d on il 
for about a mile, whilft near three feet of th© top' 
were cool'd ; but for mdny ^et undemeatth a$ red m 
the fight as the furnace of a ^af§-hoi:rire. It coyer'^ 
and burnt up trees, houfet, ©"c. in ftwrl jdi i( I^iifl4 
initsway. From, 

Your dutiful foo, 

John Parker, 

LXXIX. The Cafe of a Piece of Bme, to^e^ 
tier with a Stem in thai Bladder^ fuGcefifutl 
extracted l^ Mr, Jofq^Wamer^ F.R, 
and Surgeon to Guy V Hofpital. 

Read May 2»,rTplHE ftooQ ifl the bidder U a ^I^ 
*''5*' J[ cafe fo contunon to b6th fexes, 
and the fymptom^^ and circumfiances atttending h 
are in geaecal ki w^Il Smowp, and fo mucdli a^e. 
as to render few cafes of this kind w<»*y of aaMau^ 
nication. But as the loHowing is attended with, a fin- 
p^lar, and perhaps uoparaUdl'd circumftance, I mate 
lold humbly to q&ss to your CQO^ydoiSticia i. ibort 
account of the Mowing U^ \ 

Ooo % E^abdfi 




